AP English Language and Composition Summer Reading

2011/2012
The summer reading program is an essential feature of the AP Language class.  These books will get us started immediately on the first day of school and will prepare you for our first writing assignment. From the beginning, you need to be prepared to take this class very seriously.  You must complete the summer reading; it is not optional.  The works may appear on the AP exam, and a close knowledge of them gained during summer reading will therefore improve your chance of success not only on the test, but also in this year-long class.

1. Novel
Choose one novel from the list below. You will be required to write a timed essay and take a comprehension test on your chosen book during the first week of school.  The essay prompt will be announced on the day of the written exam.

Catch 22

Cry, the Beloved Country

*The Great Gatsby 
*Huckleberry Finn 
Invisible Man – Ralph Ellison
The Jungle 

*There are copies of these selections in the Trinity High School library, but the library will be closed during the summer months.
2.  Complete an index card for the novel you chose to read.  This will be collected on the first day of school.  The card must be neatly handwritten.  You may use the back of the card if necessary.  We will use a collection of index cards this year in preparation for the open-ended AP test prompt.  The index card MUST be 5”x 8” (smaller cards will not be accepted) and should contain the following information:

· title, author, date

· list of main characters and the role they play in the book

· list of main places and brief descriptions (setting)

· list of significant or essential events/problems that occur throughout the book

· list of themes and examples that demonstrate those themes

· several short significant quotations – make them easy to remember

· brief summary of the ending and how the author achieved closure
If you think you might have trouble obtaining the index card, see Mr. Martens before the last day of school.

