Pre AP 10 Summer Reading

2011/2012
The summer reading program is an essential feature of the AP program.  These books will get us started immediately on the first day of school and will prepare you for our first piece of literature. From the beginning, you need to be prepared to take this class very seriously.  You must complete the summer reading; it is not optional.  
1. Novel
Choose one novel from the list below. You will be required to write a timed essay and take a comprehension test on your chosen book during the first week of school.  The essay prompt will be announced on the day of the written exam.

*Joy Luck Club – Amy Tan
*Ethan Frome – Edith Wharton
*Separate Peace – John Knowles
Animal Dreams – Barbara Kingsolver
The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time – Mark Haddon
Never Let Me Go – Kazuo Ishiguro
*There are copies of these selections in the Trinity High School Library, but the library will be closed during the summer months.  
2.  Complete an index card for the novel you chose to read.  This will be collected on the first day of school.  The card must be neatly handwritten.  You may use the back of the card if necessary.  The index card MUST be 5”x 8” (smaller cards will not be accepted) and should contain the following information:

· title, author, date

· list of main characters and the role they play in the book

· list of main places and brief descriptions (setting)

· list of significant or essential events/problems that occur throughout the book

· list of themes and examples that demonstrate those themes

· several short significant quotations – make them easy to remember

· brief summary of the ending and how the author achieved closure

If you think you might have trouble obtaining the index card, see Mrs. Sprague before the last day of school

.

In order to enable the students to gain a greater understanding of the various mythological allusions (a brief reference to a person, event, or place, real or fictitious, or to a work of art) present in the works of the Advanced Placement English courses, the students are asked to read some common Greek myths as part of their summer reading.
3.  Mythology
Our reading in the AP English courses requires knowledge of the most common mythological allusions.  You will be tested on your knowledge on the first day of school.  Check out the book Mythic Voices from the library (or from the district office if it is summer) and read the following:
“The Making of Gods and People” – page 15
“Hermes, Lord of Robbers” – page 65

“Heracles and the Hydra” – page 87

“Theseus and the Minotaur” – page 99

“The Trojan War’ – page 120

“The Voyage of Odysseus” – page 194

“Demeter and Persephone” – page 213

“Eros and Psyche” – page 227

A study guide is attached to help you comprehend the necessary elements of each story; it will not need to be turned in.
Know the description of each of the following gods and goddesses:  

Zeus –

Hera –

Poseidon –

Demeter –

Hestia –

Hephaestus –

Aphrodite – 

Ares –

Apollo –

Artemis –

Hermes –

Athena –

“The Making of Gods and People”

1.  Describe the first children of Gaia and Uranus.

2. Who killed Uranus and why?

3. What did Cronus do when his children were born?

4. Describe how Cronus was tricked and the outcome.

5. List the weapons the Cyclops gave to the gods and their powers.

a. Hades:

b. Poseidon:

c. Zeus:

6. How did the gods overthrow Cronus and the Titans?

7. Describe how Prometheus created mortal beings.

8. What was his punishment for doing so?

“Hermes, Lord of Robbers”

1. Why did Hermes drive the cattle backward over the sandy plain?

2. Why did Hermes steal Apollo’s cattle?

“Heracles and the Hydra”

1. What did Heracles do in his state of madness?

2. What punishment was given to Heracles for his deed?

3. Why did Heracles have difficulty fighting against the Hydra?

4. What happened when Heracles knocked off the Hydra’s heads?

5. Describe how Heracles defeated the Hydra.

6. Before he was made a god, Heracles was asked to perform one other task.  What was it?

“Theseus and the Minotaur”

1. Describe how Theseus made it through the labyrinth and killed the Minotaur.

2. Why is the Aegean Sea named as it is?

“The Trojan War”

1. Describe how the Trojan War began.

2. What did Agamemnon and Achilles quarrel over?

3. Describe the situation that led to the death of Achilles’ good friend Patroclus.

4. How did Achilles further dishonor Hector after he is dead?

5. How was Achilles killed?

“The Voyage of Odysseus”

1.  What happened to the men when they ate the lotus?

2. Describe how Odysseus and his men tricked the Cyclops.

3. How did Circe turn Odysseus’ men into swine?

“Demeter and Persephone”

1.  What happens to the earth after Hades takes Persephone?  Why?

2. Why couldn’t Persephone return to live on the earth?

3. How did Zeus make Demeter and Hades happy?

“Eros and Psyche”

1.  Why does Psyche look at her husband in the night even though he has told her not to?

2. What does Psyche see when she looks at her husband in the light?

3. What is the consequence for this?

4. What are the three tasks Aphrodite assigns Psyche?  How does she manage to accomplish each one?

5. How does Psyche let her curiosity get the better of her one last time?

